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Hist of Members 


OF THE 


Gpinburgh Skhating-Club, 


With the Dates of their Admission, in so far as they can 


now be ascertained. 
rns Peovre— 


At the commencement of the List, as entered in the 
Minute, there is the following state :—‘ List of part of 
the Members of the Skating Society, made up from 
memory by a quorum of the Society in January 1778, ~ 
when Mr Wm. Anderson was at Bath.’ 


The List has, however, been continued down to the 


noadl 


as e Bc 
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THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB. 


present date without any separation. 


appear all to be written in the same hand. 


dpe 


Commissioner Crunk MaxweEtt. 
Captain JoHn CLERK. 

Mr Francis Scort of Beechwood. 

Mr Wiiiram Warts of Castlelan. 

Mr Joun M‘Kenziz of Dolphinstone. 
Mr GiiBert Innzs of Stow. 

Mr Francis ANDERSON, W.S. 

Mr Wiuuiam Grant, Advocate. 

Mr Marruew Sanpitanps, W.S. 

Mr Apam Ogitviz, Advocate. 

Mr ALEXANDER ANDERSON, Merchant. . 
Mr Joun Prineiz, Advocate. 

Mr Huen WARRANDER, Writer. 

Mr Rosert Sincuarr, Advocate. 

Mr James Brown, Architect. 

Mr Joun Forrest, Merchant. 

Mr JosepuH Barrp, Writer. 

Captain ANDREW Wavcuop of Niddry. 
Mr Patrick MiuuER, Banker. 


Mr ALEXANDER M‘LeEop of Muiravonside. 


Mr Jamus Raz, Surgeon. 

Mr Jonn M‘Gowan, Writer. 

Mr Wiuiiam TytieR, W.S. 

Mr Nisset of Dirleton. 

Mr Joun Batrour, Bookseller. 
Mr Joun Loou. 

Mr Davip Stewart of Dargenie. 
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THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB. 


Mr Witu1am Rippe, W.S. 


Mr Ramsay, Slater. 


Admitted 3 
Members. 

Sir Anpeew Laupee Dik, Bart.) 0.0 es. Jan. 19, 1778 

Mr Wo. Ava, M.P., afterwards The Right Honourable 

Chief-Commissioner of Jury Court, ................0cceeeee N" " 

Nee One SS OTRUTHER, Moriya es " " 

ME MOWRY DRUOR, Wile. coi eee. " " 

Wey EAU RICK Anpenson, WS... 3. Nee ee ea " " 


Mr Wiii1am AnpErson, W.S. 

Mr Broveuton of the Excise. 

Mr CupLanp of Collieston. 

Mr Joun Cierk of Eldin. 

Mr Wiii1am Dick of Prestonfield. 
Major WHITE. 

Sir James CLERK of Pennycuick. 
Mr GroRGE CLERK, Advocate. 

Mr JAMES CLERK. 

Mr Joun AnstrutTHER, Advocate. 


Rev. Mr Wauxur of Cramond, ................ 
Ne doum WAt Borecon, 6... kk, 
Mr Jamus Prinewn, Torwoodlie, .......... ee 
We Jawes WILLIAMSON, ......0 60002. 
| Wir ous Dunpass, WS... 2 coi cei est 


Captain WILLIAM CuLLEN, -—— Regiment, 


Captain Wr1itr1am Baurour, 57th Regiment, 


Captain Henry Stewart of Allanton,........ 
Mae Anceipaip Top W860. oe ee 


bur gAMus Plat, Baronet, .:...0063..60.0401 
Me Roemnr Hop, Writer, 02.5002. 6. 
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THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB. 


Admitted 
Members. 
PP UAMUS MAMMION, 0. a ee Dec. 5, 1782 
Captain P. Tyruer, Edinburgh Regiment, .................+ Dec. 7, 1782 
Dri, Kassam, from America, -.../... 00.0000... Jan. 80, 1784 
Mr, Buygamin Mupin, Writer, <2. 05.05.6.0... 3) " " 
Mr Tuomas Wuire, of Manchester, ........... ..s.c0sc0eeres " " 
Captain ALEXANDER ARBUTHNOT, Edinburgh Regiment, 4 
Mr Jonny Deut of Vets " " 
Mr Davip Witutamson (Lord Balgray), ............0.c000000 " “ie 
Sir ALEXANDER Dro, elected Preses, .........000.ces0s000s " " 
Mr Rameay, Slater, Treasurer, ...., 20.000. 40 " " 
Mr Joun Ran, Depute-Secretary,..........ccccecseeeeeneet ies ae " 
be Ae oe made Honorary Members, ... nn 3 
Mr Marrunw Henperson. 
His Grace Joun DUKE oF AvHoL, 2. ....f0000 Dec. 11, 1784 
Sir Gzorce Dunpar of Mochrum, Bart., .......0..00.00000500 I 
Colonel AnExaNDER CAMPBELL, Monzie,...............0...+- Dec. 138, 1784 
Mr Hurry Janpigg, WS... Cig ee I " 
Lieutenant Hay, of the Engineers, ...... ......... ee " " 
Mr Wrutiam Anperson, Jun., W.S., ..... We WOR aoe 
Mr Water Rippetu of the Carss. : 
Mr Wittiam Monrcomury, 0). 064 are Dec. 14, 1784 
Mr Jans MontGOmMEY, eae " 
Captain Kuper, 43d Regiment, . 325. ocho ee n n 
Captain FARQUHARSON, weeh rend e CP LENS CE sES Ia Jono ci dans pede ae " " 
EMPL OV MOBION, ooo ao Dec. 22, 1784 
Colonel Pringle, Edgefield, ......... pecs ee " n 
WeAjOT BESHINE, a re " N 
Mr THOMAS TRotrms, 4.20. ccs100 1 AO Dec. 24, 1784 
_ Hann oF BRRADALBANE,...,....0:.... hve ees " n 
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THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB. 


Admitted 

Members. 
eee, a Dec. 24, 1784 
MEG ee ee n " 
Rap one Moor, Anerim, - a a iad " " 
oe nO " " 
Mr Guorge Gorpon, Hawhead, .............cccsceseeeeeeeees " " 
Oe Oe, eo ee " " 
oh eS ee " " 
eee a Hay a " " 
my CamPaniL, Auchaleder,... 3S... Dec. 25, 1784 
wr AveuteiLy Vouguass 4. OS 3 Jan. 2, 1786 
Bey Mig Panik a " " 
Oy Aine Sorin 1784 
Davip Anperson, Esq., St Germains, ....-.66.00000000000... January 1789 
James AnpERson, Esq. of Clevkinton, 3 5 ee " " 
JamEs Dewar of Vogrie, Oe ee re ne " " 
Mr Jams Gipson, W.S. (Sir James Gibson-Craig, Bart.) " " 


Pion SUOGW VOREES.. iS Dec. 1791 
Mr Joun Tuomson of Charlestoun, 
Mr Jamus CLerx, Advocate, 


Lieutenant Francis Lascunuxs, 3d Dragoons,.............. January 1792 
Mr Wiuu1am Miuuar, of the Oxford Blues, 


Coed eccesseecvcve vi "! 
- Mr Wiui1am Hacearr, Wine Merchant, .................... N" " 
Mr Henry Hacearz, De. ye. " " 
Se Oe, eG Nn Y 
Mr Monro Binning, .............. TD EAE age Se oa " " 
Mr James Bruce, Wine Merchant,..............2.0.02...008 Jan. 4, 1795 
Sir Gituere Laing, Merchant, ......:¢6:.06<c0005 Ades ee " " 
A. M. Geruuin, W,S.,.....-.. ee Dec. 13, 1796 
Davip Smitu, Younger of Methven, ............... Ach " " 
Wiii1am Murray, Esq. of Polmaise, .................:. ALACAaA wee 
-Joun Hamiuton of the Customs, ....... oe oe. ney 








THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB. 





Admitted 





Members. 
Tuomas Jounpron, Advocate... 2.+.eeocc creck ess Dec. 13, 1796 
Rosunt Hower of Thurston, ...:..:..:.-23. 00:5. " " 
CHARLHS I, STRWART, BSG) cc. i n Nn 
JOHN CAMPBELE Tertius, W855 0... " " 
Sir, Grornes Macxunzin, Bart. of Coull,........:.....0.... Feb. 12, 1799 
Captain Bruce of Kennet,......... Cee pt: ies 
Joun Reep, Nsq., Advocate, ... 06a Dec. 28, 1801 
THomas Seow, Moqg= WA 2 on ee " " 
Cyanine Brovanton, Beg., WS, 30020. i oi hee. " tt 
Hues Broveuron, Esq., of the Excise, ....... eae " i" 
Henry Cocxsurn, Esq., Advocate (Lord Cockburn), ..... " tt 
Kernneta Mackenziz of Dolphinton, Esq., Advocate,..... 1 't 
ooun Munk. disq., W.S....2..05.. er " " 
Prrer Srawart, Hsq., of Auchlunkart,.......2.......0.2. " tt 
Rev. Mr Bennet, Minister of Duddingston, ............... " tT 
Witiiam Bariinting, Keg, Wi 5 " t" 
dies Baurour, Msq, of Piltio, WB; " " 
Witi1am Wavcuopg, Esq., Younger of Niddry,............ " tt 
CHARLES KnowuEs Rosison, Esq., W.S., .........-..00c000: 1804 
Giowiu BURNET, HSU... 6.0206 " 
Captain Mriun, Royal Navy (now Admiral Sir David, 

BO DS) esc " 
Me A. Torey, Merchant. February 1808 
Mn James SIMPSON, Advocate 2.50 " " 
Wirz1am Dousuas, Hsq., Advocate, M.P.,..... De ae Dec. 28, 1808 
Huan Kopison, Usq., Merchant, 00.22... 4.07... " " 
WittikM CLARE, Msg.) WO8.. '" " & 
Witiian Jonneronn, Weg, WS. tt " ay 
Tuomas Mucautt, Esq. WS... i " " 
Gores WaucHoPs, Hsq., Merchant, ................0..-+--- " " 
Anprew Munpay, leq, Advocate, 2. " " 
10 g 
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Admitted 
Members. 
GitzErt Youne, Esq., Commissary-General in Scotland, Jan. 24, 1809 
Rospert Jamisoun, Esq., Merchant, Leith,.................. 000 mn 
Witi1am Rose Rosinson, Esq., Advocate,.............0006 " " 
dAMs TAthe, Wag, Advocate, ......... 0... ees " " 
A. TEEPRU RM RPTORELSON, Esq. ,.05..005 220k. esc ee dee ees oes Jan. 25, 1809 
Wietiam tors, Visg., Advocate, ..2..2.. 2... 6.5555 5+. ene Jan. 20, 1812 
pom panes tog WS ee " " 
ie he Deo. I, 1813 
PATRIOR Smatt Kure, Esq., Advocate, ................0.0.. Jan. 26, 1814 
donn Coiguvoun, Heq., Advocate, >. 2.5... .c0. ob. ees cc lacs " " 
Witktam WO0b, Bag. Surceon,............. 0... " i" 
Pe Gotan Comer, Gar, MP, Dec. 22, 1814 
Sir Rogert Dick, Bart (died Désoibes 1849), cae Jan. 30, 1784 
Ou PATRICK WALEER (resioned),.. 0005s eee esos Dec. 22, 1814 
GABRIEL Hamitton Dunpas of Duddingston, Esq.,........ " 
Major-General Sir Ducaup Lirrie Giumour,............... " " 
GroRGE CLEGHORN of Weens, Hsq., ...........020.0cee eevee Feb. 10, 1815 
Patrick Fraser Tytuer, Esq., Advocate, (died Decem- 
Pele 4 es ee Feb. 14, 1816 
J. F. M. Ersxrnu, Esq., 1st Foot Guards nos Karl of | 
Le Re eg ere 5g ee ay a ees Dec. 14, 1816 
Wiiie CAtucdnr, Weg, Advocate... 020.0. e ak. Feb. 4, 1818 
CHARLES Murpoca Aparr, Hsq., ........... ee Dec. 18, 1818 
- Ancnipaup W. GoLpie, Hsaq....,-....-..... Peete Nov. 28, 1820 . 
Petnes Geant, Meg. (Kilsraston), .......-.........--2--5.- Dec. 14, 1822 
pe a te SHAW. Bey, beth, ee. _ Ja. bo, (O78 
Wiu1am Woop, Ksq., ae a. ee " " 
W. C. Dick, Esq., Prestonticld (now Sir WILLIAM Dick 
Vee se ee (att) Jan. 14, 1826 
Davip CATHCART, Ksq. PA oe " " 
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Admitted 
Members. 
JAmEs Gipson THomson, Merchant, Edinburgh, .......... Jan. 14, 1826 
Tuomas Tuomson, Esq., Duddingston,........... ....es000- " " 
James Stein, Esq., Merchant, Edinburgh,................. Feb. 4, 1826 
Joun Ricuarpson, Esq., W. Be ee Jan. 22, 1829 
GEORGE GLovER, Esq., Surscon: Se ea eee " a 
Harry Maxweu Ineuis, Esq., W.S.,............0.0.-. «0s " tt 
Davip Cannan, Esq., Surgeon, ............, oe " " 

- Wiutram Dunn Giuton, Esq., of Wallhouse,.............. Dec. 29, 1830 
Joun Jerr, 1sq.; W850 n 80, 1830 
Peres Anunnson, Eaq., ie Jan. 29, 1831 
Hoey Hagan, sg, A vn 18,1833 
limwis Hay Toanouns, Eso n 16, 1838 
James L. Woopmay, Hsq., W.S.,...... Sie un 9, 1841 
Wiiram Scott Exrrot, Esq., W.S.,............ Soe wn 21, 1841 
Grones Monn, Esq: W.8., cc. " He 
JAMEs MactKniaut, Neq., WiS;, 32.000 1... " " 
Cuaruxs M. Kerr, Esq., Merchant, Leith,................. " " 
THomAs Cowan, Esq, W.S., Leith. 7. " " 
Gorge Forman, Hsq., ...... Se ey n 14, 1841 
James ALison, Esq., Merchant, Leith, ..................... " oy 
Jamus Bangoun, Wag) WS Dec. 25, 1841 
Guonen A. Haig, Mea) Bovgimbion Feb. 8, 1842 
s0nn Kepnapy, Heq., W.8 n 17, 1848 
Joun Gipson, Esq. (died Dec: 1849), ........0..0..0 cece n 10, 1847 
WHomas ALLAN, Ms6ds 060.2580 e ee, ae Jan. 31, 1848 
AnpREW GiLton, Esq., of Wallhouse,..............0.....000. n 9, 1850 
Joon AntHony Macran, Esq., W.S.,-....0.0...055:2...... Feb. 21, 1853 
Captain A. C. Ropertson, 8th Regiment, .................. " Nn 
Winiiam SKINNER; Meg. WIS:,.....25785 10.2) Jan. 5, 1854 

- Wi1asm C. MiuzRr, Esq., Royal Institution, ....2.0..555.. " " 
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PETER WADDELL, Esq., Leith 
Dr Myre, 
ANDREW JAMEsoN, Esq., Advocate, 
ApAm GirrorD, Esq., Advocate, . 
A. Bratsox But, Esq., Advocate, 
Dr Easton, 
Henry G. Gizson, Esq., W.S., 
Davip Scort Moncrizrr, Esq., W.S. 


K. T. Cooper, Esq., Advocate, 


Joun Nisset, Esq., Artist 
A. Bortuwick, Esq., 60th Rifles, 
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Pew CrrHoan, Hag., Advocate, :.. 2.05.02 dee. eis 
J. M. Craspin, Esg., Merchant, Leith, ................... 


Admitted 
Members. 


Jan. 14, 1854 
Feb. 28, 1855 


" 
1856 


Dec, 3, 1856 
Jan. 9, 1860 


Feb. 13, 1860 
WA, Goupin, Eaq,,........; OR ee Jan. 10, 1861 


tha 


9, 1864 


13, 1864 


OF FICH-BEARERS FOR 1865. 


Patron—H.R.H. Tur Prince or WALES. 


Patroness—H.R.H. Tue Princess or WALES. 


President—ANDREW GILLON. 
Vice-President—Dr Myrttez. 


J. MAcKNIGHT, JAMES BaLFour, 
Anp. B. Brett, H. G. Gison. 


Counctl—Sir W. H.  Diox | Jotnt-Secretaries—Arcuipaup W. 
CunynoHam, Bart., WM. MILLER, Goxtprr, Wiii1aM Scort Error. 


Joun A. Macraz, ANDREW 





Jameson, Guo. More Gorpon, | Skate-maker, ARcHIBaLD Young, 


Joun RicHarpson, ADAM 58 North Bridge. 





GirrorD, Lewis Hay TuatouEr, | Officer, Joun Brown. © 
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Edinburgh Shating Club. 4 


THe Epinsurcs Sxatinc-Cxius has been in existence, as 
there is every reason to believe, for upwards of two hundred 
years. The oldest of its minutes now extant, however, 
is only dated January 1778, but there are constant refer- 
ences in the Minute Book to events that happened long 
before that time. It is known, for example, that a 
minute of the Club, in 1642, bore it was determined that 
it was unsuitable to meet on the ice that year, on account 
of the melancholy and disturbed state of the country. 
Among its members have been enrolled many noblemen, 
judges, and gentlemen, some of whom were eminent in 
various departments of life. It had the late Prince Con- 
sort as its patron, and it now enjoys the honour of being 
patronised by the Prince and Princess of Wales, both of 
whom delight in the amusement of skating; H. R. H. 
Prince Alfred was elected an honorary member, and 
enjoyed several days’ skating at Duddingston Loch in 
the winter 1863-4. 
oy 15 
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THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB, 


The principal object of the Club is to enable the 
members to skate together in concert. This is done in 
figures, which shall be afterwards described more minutely. 

These are numerous and varied. Some of them are very . 

graceful, and justify the beautiful expression of Lord 
Cockburn, when speaking of skating in figures, he called 
it ‘the poetry of motion.’ The Edinburgh Skating-club 
has always preferred forward to back skating (although 
some of its members are partial to, and excel in the latter) ; 
and, when skating forward, the effect is produced by slow 
and graceful motion rather than by rapid and wonder- 

ful execution. The requisites for fine skating in concert 
are a good attitude, correct time, perfect ease, close con- 
tact, and freedom from perceptible effort. 

The principal meeting-places of the Club are Dud- 
dingston and Lochend, but they also meet on any other 
sheet of water in the immediate neighbourhood of Edin- 
burgh that happens to have the finest ice at the time. 

Their favourite place of rendezvous, however, has always 
been the picturesque loch at Duddingston. There can be 
‘few more animating sights than a meeting of the Skating- 
club there on a clear bright winter’s day during a season » 
of hard frost—enhanced as it is by the singular beauty of 
the locality, with the overhanging hill, the ancient church 
on the margin, and the fringing woods of the Marquis of 


4 16 _! oe 


pai G § 
sox gute trod 








; C we Cee x F 
a 


THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB. j 
9 





Abercorn and Sir William Dick Cunyngham. The 

.) variety of occupation, too, adds to the excitement: the : 

3 curlers, the shinty-players, boys of all ages and in all 
states of delight—ladies walking or sliding, or skating, 
admiring and being admired—and the occasional military 
band of music; while in some snug corner, with clear, black, 
smooth ice, away from the hurry of more violent per- 
formers, the members of the Skating-club enjoy their 
intricate evolutions, sometimes continuing far on in the 
short day, till the red glow of the frosty sunset is suc- 
ceeded by the light of the rising moon. 

Admission to the Club is by ballot, after a trial of 
skating-powers in presence of the council. That trial 
consists in the candidate being able to skate a complete 
circle on either foot, and then jumping over first one hat, 
then two, and then three ; each on the top of the other. 
When admitted, the qicriee provides himself with the 
silver medal of the Club, and the es used by its 
members. 

The medal has been changed from time to time. There 
are still some old medals existing, having on one side a 

| pair of skates crossed with the Club’s motto, taken from 
: Horace, Ocior euro, swifter than the east wind; and on 
the reverse.the member’s name and the name of the 
Club. <A later medal, designed by the late Mr William 
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THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB. 


Thomson, miniature-painter, had on one side an infant 
Mercury with winged cap and feet, in the attitude of 
outside skating, displaying a scroll over his head, with the 
motto. But the medal now used is a larger and more 
elegant one, with a beautiful design by Mr John Ballan- 
tyne, portrait-painter, having on the reverse, in bold 
relief, a full-grown Mercury, in the attitude of skating— 
not actually skating, but allegorising its qualities of swift, 
easy, and graceful movement. 

The skates are the usual kind, fixed on wood, having 
the steel perfectly straight and level, and flush at the toe 
with the wood. They are fastened on an ordinary pair of 
laced boots, with one strap passing through the wood of 
the skate, over the instep of the foot, to give greater 
firmness. They have the advantage of being remarkably 
comfortable, neat in appearance, and suitable for skating 
in figures where the skaters are brought into very close 
contact. — | 

There is an Annual Club dinner, at whith it is the 
etiquette for members to appear wearing their medals. 
The standing dish is sheeps-heads and trotters. Of these 
there have sometimes been as many as eight on the table 


at once. 
——0-0793,00——_. 
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THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB. 






In giving the following description of the figures 
skated by the Edinburgh Club, or, as in the early minute 
of 1778 it is styled, the ‘Skating Society,’ it is not intended 
either to write the history of skating, or to allude to the 
remote antiquity of the art; still less is it the intention 
to give instructions, or to lay down rules as to its acquire- 
ment or execution, but simply to endeavour to describe, 
clearly and precisely, the various figures practised by the 
Club ; so that, by a little attention, they may be distinctly 
understood by the members of the Club, by aspirants 
at proficiency in the art, or by others desirous of under- 
standing the evolutions. | 

The Edinburgh Skating-club having mostly confined 
themselves to forward outside rather than to backward 
‘skating, have had the character of skating the circle in 
a style peculiar to themselves, and only to be acquired by 
steady perseverance and constant practice whenever they 
meet together on the ice, | | 

As has been already mentioned, it is a sine gud non in | 
the admission of a member to the Club, that he be able o 
to describe a complete circle with each foot consecutively B 
on the outside edge of his skate ; in other words, thathecan ~*f 
2), Skate the figure 8. It is done thus: when the right : 


—~ 


& foot is on the ice, the left foot is kept behind till the entire 
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THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB. 


completion of the cirele by the right foot, then the left is 
brought swiftly forward and placed on the ice to form 
the other circle. In bringing forward the foot, it ought 
on no account to be swung round, but brought sharply for- 
ward, and as close as possible to the foot on the ice ; and 
if on placing it on the ice a slight hitch or jerk can be 
given to the body by rising on the heel of the skate about 
to leave the ice, considerable additional power and impetus 
will be obtained without apparent effort or disturbance of 
the equilibrium. This latter movement is not, however, to 
be acquired till after a good deal of practice. 

One of the great advantages in acquiring this mode of 
skating is, that it enables several to skate in concert, and 
it is this skating in company which the Skating-club 
have always in view and hold in chief estimation ; and as 
a well-matched pair of horses in harness keep perfect 
time, step well together, and work harmoniously in con- 
cert, so each movement of the skaters opposite each other 
should exactly correspond, each beginning and completing 


his respective circle, or Foie of a a lee, at precisely the 
same moment. 
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THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB., 


The figures commonly in use are known as follows: 


is) 1. The Half and Whole, or a Quarter, a Half, Three- 
quarters, a Whole. 2. Each the Whole. 

3. Each on his own Circle. 4. The figure 8. 5. Sixes. 

6. The Worm or Screw. 7. Crossing. 8. The Wild Goose. 


1. The Half and Whole, or a Quarter, a Half, 


Three-quarters, a Whole. 


All these figures are skated straight forward on the 
outside edge of the skate; that they may be the more 
easily understood they are illustrated by the accompanying 
diagrams, while the figures drawn on two of them serve 
further to explain the movement. Having selected a spot 
where the ice is fine and free from cracks or obstructions, 
five balls are placed, as on the diagram in next page, equi- 
distant from each other, twelve or thirteen feet, and four 
members having taken their places at the four points A, 
B,C, and D (A having for his partner B, who stand vis- 
a-vis to each other, while C has D). These gentlemen we 
will name thus: Outedger, Inedger, Spreadeagle, and 
Backedger. Outedger takes his place at A, Inedger at B, 
Spreadeagle at C, and Backedger at D. (See diagram). 
Thus Outedger has as his partner Inedger, and Spread- . °/ 
eagle has Backedger, each having especially to observe  ? 
and keep time with the movement of the man opposite. 
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Leaving Spreadeagle and Backedger to look after them- 
selves, we shall follow the movements of Outedger 
and Inedger. In skating a half and whole, on the word 
‘off,’ Outedger throws himself on his right foot and describes 
the half circle A, D, B; at the same moment Inedger 
on his right foot B, OC, A, Outedger arriving at the point 
bB while Inedger reaches A simultaneously; and instantly 
each throwing himself on his left foot, describes the 
entire circle—Outedger that of B G round the green ball, 
and Inedger that of A IX round the blue ball, each arriving 
at their respective starting-points, B and A, at the same 
moment. Meanwhile, Spreadeagle and Backedger have 
done the same round their own balls, thus each man has 
skated a half and a whole, a half circle round the centre 
or red ball, and a whole round the ball in the centre of 
the circle he has just completed. Instantly each man 
changes to his right foot again, and skates a half circle 
round the red ball in the centre, and arrives at his 
original starting-point—-Outedger at A, Inedger at BR, 





_ Spreadeagle at C, and Backedger at D; and each again 


describes the entire circle, Outedger that of A FE round the 


blue ball ; Inedger BG round the green ball ; Spreadeagle 


C F round the black ball ; Outedger D H round the white 
ball ; and so on continuously, as the skaters feel inclined. 
But in’ order to vary the monotony of the parties, 
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each skating alternately the same, two half and 
whole circles opposite each other, let the order be a 
quarter, a half, three-quarters, a whole. On the word 


being given, Outedger on his right foot skates a quarter 


circle round the red ball from A to D, Backedger from 
J) to B, Inedger from B to C, and Spreadeagle from C to 
A, each on his right foot, and immediately arriving at the 
points D, B, C, and A, they change fect, and on the 


deft describe the entire circle ; Outedger round the white 


ball, Backedger round the green, Inedger round the 
blaek, and Spreadeagle round the blue ball. Arriving 
simultaneously at the points D, B, C, A, they each skate a 
half round the red, and a whole circle round the outside 
balls. Immediately starting again on the right foot, they 
each simultaneously describe three-quarters of a circle 
round the centre ball; Outedger describing the three- 
quarters C, A, D, B, and then the entire circle round 
the green ball, Backedger the three quarters A, D, B, C, 
and round the black ball; Inedger the three-quarters 
D, B, C, A, and round the blue ball ; and Spreadeagle the 
three-quarters B, C, A, D, and then oa the white ball, 
and ee ae each again throwing himself on his right 
foot describes, at equidistance from each other, a whole 
circle round tke centre red ball; and, arriving at his 


starting-point, another entire ey. round the outer 
24 
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; that is, Outedger round the green ball, Backedger 
nee the black ball, Inedger round the blue ball, 
and Spreadeagle round the white ball. 

It will be observed that, hitherto, these parties have been 
skating on the right foot when moving round the red or 
centre circle, and on the left foot when skating round the 
outside circle ; when it is desired to reverse this—that iG, 
to skate on the left foot when going round the centre, and 
the right round the outside circle—it is easily and grace- 
fully accomplished without any cessation of movement. 
Thus, at the word ‘ change,’ instead of describing a*half 
circle round the centre, each skater makes two Tee sharp 
strokes, first with the right foot, then with the left, passes 
the red ball, and with the right foot describes a large circle, 
as on dotted line, round the opposite ball. The impetus 
acquired by the two short strokes enables each skater 
easily to describe a large circle of perhaps three or four 
times the diameter of the regular circle with great power 
and velocity, each arriving at the respective points A, B, 
C, and D, as marked by the dotted lines on the pes 
They then with moderated impetus describe the quarter 
circle with the left foot round the centre ; that is, Out- 
edger starting from B, after his two short sieees describes 
a sweeping circle round the blue ball, arrives at A, skates 
a quarter on the left round the red ball from A ss , 
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and then his circle on the right round the black ball, and 
af the others in like manner. | 
of This figure, though the. above description may appear = 
tedious, is perhaps of all figures skated, whether back- — 
ward or forward, the most pleasing and effective. Its ; 
beauty. is greatly enhanced when skated by eight in 
place. of four, the movements in both cases being the 
same when eight join in the figure—four are of course 
skating round the centre ball, while four encircle the out- 
side balls. | ue 
The Frontispiece represents a party of eight skating a 
half and a whole. The change is now effected, each 
- skater having reversed the foot with which he skated the 
outside and inside circles, as he now moves on his right 
foot round the centre, and on his left round the outside 
ball, and so on as formerly. After the quarter, the half, 
the three-quarters, the whole, the change may again be 
made, and the evolutions varied at pleasure. 
We now come to the next figure, and which is named— 





a Each 0 on the whole Circle. 


This toate is also skated around five balls, ee 
precisely as above mentioned, and the difference from . 
the half and whole figure consists in each skater inva-~ 
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lk riably describing a whole circle round the centre or 
op ted ball, in place of a quarter, or a half, or three-quarters, 
J ora whole. In this figure the change also can be easily 
effected as above described, when it is desired to reverse 
the foot on which each skater describes the outside and 
inside circles ; besides, the ‘change’ is a pleasant variety 
in the neu, 

It is perhaps, however, desirable, immediately after the 
change, to describe for once a half in place of a whole 
circle round the centre, in order to moderate the increased 
impetus and velocity acquired in describing the large 


outside circle, and to enable each skater to subside into 
the necessary time and precision of movement. 


3» Hach on his own Circle. 


Several members are required to skate this figure to 
produce any effect—certainly not fewer than eight or ten. 
Nor should there be more than sixteen; perhaps ten or 
twelve may be stated as the most suitable number. The 
figure may be simply described thus (see diagram) round 
a ball in the centre, place a given number of balls (one 
for each member, thirteen or fourteen feet from it), and 
equidistant from each other. Each member simultane- 
ously describes an entire circle round the centre ball 
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96 on his left foot, and then a circle round his own ball 


on his right, and so on describing, as it were, the 






figure 8 round his own and the centre ball ; thus, ‘at 


one and the same time all are moving slowly round 
28 
ed 


I 
4 





Y 


l 
tk. 


THE EDINBURGH SKATING-CLUB. 


the centre circle till each arrives opposite his own ball, 
when quickly striking off on his right, each describes 
a larger and more vigorous circle round his own ball, the 
centre circle being smaller, and skated rather slower. This 
is rather an effective figure, and a favourite with some ; it 
soon, however, becomes ynonotonous, as no change can be 
effected, nor indeed could a change be much for the 
better. The figure may, however, be varied by each 
member skating somewhat more or less than the full 
circle round the centre, and skating round the outside 
ball immediately beyond; or, what is better, stop short 
at the ball immediately behind the last that he encircled. 
This is a great improvement, but requires attention, as 
some one or other is apt to mistake the ball he ought to 


take, and two men thus encircles the same one, and so 
confusion is produced. 


4, The Figure 8. 


This is the simple original figure, and to skate which ~ 


correctly is the perfection of outside skating. Two balls 
or marks being placed twelve feet or so apart, the skater 
describes a complete circle round the one with the right 
foot, and immediately without any intermediate stroke, 
another complete circle round the other with the left. 
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This figure can be skated by two or by four. Two per- 


sons skating the figure 8 can either take each an opposite 
circle on different feet or on the same foot, or both may 





skate the same circle, the one on his right, the other on 
his left foot, meeting exactly in the centre, and on changing 
their circle, passing as close to each other as_ possible, 
Q 30 
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indeed, all but touching. This passing close to each other 
should be particularly observed. When four persons skate 
the figure 8 on two circles, time and correct skating 
are essential, and the movement should be rather 
slow, but with perfect precision. At the same moment, 
from midway between the balls, four persons diverge two 
round one circle, one ‘on the right foot, the other on the 


left, and two in the same way round the other; the 


skater on the right foot passing on the outside, and on 
the left the inside. Any number may engage in this figure 


by placing the balls in line, when a series of figures 8 
would be described. — 


D. Sixes, 


As implied by the name, the figure described by each 
skater resembles the number 6, or a simple elongation of 
the circle. Any number of persons, two and two, each 
couple behind the other, may skate this figure ; the circles 


are, however, smaller than those made when skating 


round the five balls or the figure 8. 

Suppose four persons about to skate this figure, they 
place themselves two and two side by side, all facing the 
same way, and each couple immediately behind the 


other. On the word being given all strike Bae for- 
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ward, the right-hand man of each couple on his right, and 






the left on his left foot, coming round at the same 
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moment so close to each other as almost to rub shoulders, 
and each progressing in a straight line a couple of feet or 
so forward ; this is simply repeated. ach circle being as 
much in advance of the last, as the parties had progressed, | 
the skaters describe each new circle on alternate feet, 
those in the line which described the last circle on the 
right foot now move on the left, each couple preserving 
behind the other as near as possible their respective dis- 
tances. When well executed, this is a singularly beauti- 
ful figure. 


6, The Worm or Screw. 


This is just straight forward outside skating, either in 
a line or round any lake or piece of ice, and to form the 
same any number may engage, and the more the better ; 
each closely following the other in line as near as may be 
—there should not be more than a couple of feet between. 
Each describes the same lines, whether a full half circle, 
or more or less, as the skater immediately before him. 
The foremost or leader of the screw skating, when he 
will, curves large or small, to be as near as possible 
repeated by each follower in line. See diagram next page. _ 
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7. Crossing. 
This is pleasant and pretty skating, but requires a large 
space of ice. It may be done from one end of Dud- 
dingston or Lochend to the other by two or any number 
of couples, behind each other. Crossing consists in two 
skaters describing a series of large half circles, each in 
advance of the other. They should come round, meeting 
each other at the same moment in the centre, one of 
the two, as agreed upon, in front, but so close as 
almost to touch. Till they meet, the foot not on the ice 
must be kept well behind, but in the moment of meeting, 

brought quickly forward to take its place on the ice in . 
describing the next half circle. If it be wished to return 
back in the same line, this can be done without any stop 
or change, by each skater at the same time describing a 
full circle in place of the half, which brings them round 
facing the line they came. In thus turning, when several 

couples follow each other, it will be necessary, by signal or 
otherwise, that the whole circle be described by each at 

the same time, so in returning their places will be reversed, - 

and the couple who led in coming will be last in returning, 

_and wice versa. See diagram, next page. 
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8. The Wild Goose. . 


This figure is skated in line by any number of members. 
In order to gain impetus they make a strong run of twelve 
or fifteen yards, then throwing themselves on one skate, 
describe with velocity a very large circle, and continuing 
on the same foot, they move round and round some three or 
four times, the circles gradually diminishing, and the speed 


decreasing, till they all meet together at a point in the 


centre. 


the more who join the Goose the better it looks, and 
the figure is more effective when the members divide into 
two parties, each selecting their most powerful skater to 
lead. On a word given, the two parties start in line, 
diverging the one to the right side and the other to the 
left. The skaters in their respective parties, each close 


_ behind the other, throw themselves, the one on their right 





foot, the other on their left, and cross each other. The 
lines on meeting should pass so close as to seem almost 
coming in contact. As arranged, those on the right foot 
take the outer circle when they first meet, and the inner 
when they again meet, and so on alternately, till the circles 
gradually contracting, the two sides meet together clustered 
in the centre. | | | 
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Back Skating. 


The figures in. back skating may be varied to suit the 
taste and proficiency of the skater. He may execute them 
singly or in concert with others. When done with partners, 
there are two or four in each figure. To execute these 
with precision, much practice is required, as the least 
break in the ‘time’ destroys the effect of the combina- 
tion. The skates, as well as the skaters, require to be 
uniform in curve, or as nearly as possible alike. The 
figures themselves commence with the more easily-executed 
ones, and ascend gradually to those more difficult of 
a They are five in number, viz. : 


Figure lt ees over by ‘fig. 3’ on the right foot, and 
back again on the left. 


Figure 11.—The Single Back, ‘fig. 3’ right foot, outside 
edge back, and ‘fig. 3’ to place. 
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Figure IIL.—The Double Back, ‘fig. 3,’ outside edge 
back ; § fig. 3,’ outside back again to place. 
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Figure IvV.—‘ ‘Fig, a7 nist edge back, and change to. 
‘outside edge forward to place. | 
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Figure V.—The Back Entire, ‘ fig. 3’ outside edge, back 


_to the starting-place in the ‘3,’ then outside edge back for 
a complete circle on the other foot. 
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Fig. 5: 


Note.----The dotted lines indicate outside edge. 
















RULES 


OF THE 


Evinburgh Shating-Club. 


28th January 18685. 





_ I. A Council, to be twelve in number, shall be elected 
from the Members of the Club, and shall hold an Annual 
Meeting for the transaction of business in January, at such 
time and place as the Secretary may appoint. 


II. At the said Meeting the President, Vice-president, 
Secretary, and Treasurer shall be named, who shall be 
ex-officio Members of the Council. 












III. At the same Meeting the Treasurer shall present 
- his accounts and vouchers, which shall be inspected and 
y* signed by the President, and the balance stated to the 
Club. 


: 
; 
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_ IV. That there shall be an Annual Subscription levied 
from each Skating Member of not more than 5s. for the 
general purposes of the Club, unless agreed to be dis- 
pensed with at the said Annual Meeting. 


V. Every gentleman desirous of becoming a Member 
shall give to the Secretary a petition to the Club, signed 


“eget ta 


by himself, and attested by two Members recommending - 


him. 


VI. The petition shall be oar balloted a and 
one black-ball shall exclude. 


VII. That none but the Council shall be entitled to 


ballot, of whom five shall be a quorum. 


VIII. The ballot shall on no pretence whatever be upon 
the ice ; if so, it shall be void. 


IX. Every gentleman admitted shall pay to the Trea- 
surer £3, 3s. of entry-moncy. 


X. Entrants shall provide their own medals at the 
medallist’s. 
44 
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XI. Every member will be liable to a fine of 2s. 6d., % 


payable to the Treasurer, who does rtot wear his ibid 
when skating. . 


XII. The Annual Dinner of the Club shall be held (on 
the 3d Monday of January) on an early day, within a 
week of their first meeting on the ice. Intimation shall 
be given of the time and place of meeting to each Member, 
who may, at his own expense, bring a friend ; each Mem- 
ber present must wear his medal under the fine of 2s. 6d. 


XIII. The Council to be fifteen in number, including. 
the three office-bearers ; three at the head of the list to 
go out annually. 


Edinburgh : . 
Printed by WILLIAM GRANT, 52 West Register Street. 
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